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  and all peoples on earth
  will be blessed through you.” b

4 So  Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot 
went with him.  Abram was sev en ty-five  years old when 

31 Te rah took his son  Abram, his grand son Lot son 
of Ha ran, and his daugh ter-in-law Sa rai, the wife of his 
son  Abram, and to geth er they set out from Ur of the 
Chal de ans to go to Ca naan. But when they came to Har-
ran, they set tled there.

32 Te rah  lived 205  years, and he died in Har ran.

THE CALL oF ABRAm

12 The Lord had said to  Abram, “Go from your 
coun try, your peo ple and your fa ther’s house-

hold to the land I will show you.

 2 “I will make you into a great nation,
  and I will bless you;
  I will make your name great,
  and you will be a blessing. a
 3 I will bless those who bless you,
  and whoever curses you I will curse;

a 2 Or be seen as blessed    b 3 Or earth / will use your name in 
blessings (see 48:20)    

11:31 Whose idea was it to go to Canaan? Surpris-
ingly, Abram’s father, Terah, is the one who first set off 
for Canaan, but he never made it there. Why did Terah 
stop in Harran? What qualified Abram to carry on? Jos 
24:2 – 3 describes Abram’s father as an idol worshiper, 
suggesting Abram was not. Effort was made in ancient 
literature to make Abram, in contrast to his father, a 
monotheist29 (but this is nowhere specifically stated in 
the Torah): “And the child [Abram] began to realize the 
errors of the land —  that everyone was going after graven 

images.”30 Josephus claimed that Abram “became the 
first person to argue that there is a single God who is the 
creator of all things.”31

12:1  Who was Abram? With no background and 
no early life stories, Abram comes onto the scene. He 
is stripped of all identity —  land, people group and 
extended family. We are only told that he left the cul-
tured life of Harran and journeyed to an unknown and 
unnamed place.
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ABRAm’S TRAvELS
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Blessing is repeated here five times. The universal 
nature of the blessing also appears five times as 
the story unfolds (see 18:18; 22:18; 26:4; 28:14).
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el and  pitched his tent, with Beth el on the west and Ai 
on the east.  There he  built an al tar to the Lord and 
 called on the name of the Lord.

9 Then  Abram set out and con tin ued to ward the 
 Ne gev.

ABRAm IN EGyPT
10 Now  there was a fam ine in the land, and  Abram 

went down to  Egypt to live  there for a  while be cause the 
fam ine was se vere. 11 As he was  about to en ter  Egypt, he 

he set out from Har ran. 5 He took his wife Sa rai, his 
neph ew Lot, all the pos ses sions they had ac cu mu lat ed 
and the peo ple they had ac quired in Har ran, and they 
set out for the land of Ca naan, and they ar rived there.

6 Abram trav eled  through the land as far as the site 
of the  great tree of Mo reh at She chem. At that time the 
Ca naan ites were in the land. 7 The Lord ap peared to 
 Abram and said, “To your off spring a I will give this 
land.” So he  built an al tar  there to the Lord, who had 
ap peared to him.

8 From  there he went on to ward the  hills east of Beth-

12:6 The tree (’elon) at Shechem. This was clearly a sacred 
tree (see Ge 35:4; Jos 24:25 – 26; Jdg 9:6). Using trees in 
worship, particularly the Asherah pole, became a snare for 
the Israelites and was eventually banned in the Torah.
12:6 At that time. This verse implies that the Canaanites 
were not in the land when this verse was written. The 
Canaanites were expelled well after Moses’ time. Was 

Moses the author of the Torah, or was he the author of 
only parts of the Torah? Was there an editor who was 
inserting his perspective? This is the first of several hints 
that the Torah had more than one author (see note on 
Dt 31:9).
12:10 – 20  Foreshadowing the exodus? With subtle 
foreshadowing, Abraham “journeyed” through the basic 
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